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Congratulations! 
 To Philip Dobbs, who has completed his Graduate Diploma in Early Childhood Education 
Teaching and is now a qualified ECE teacher, and to Morgan Davies, who has completed a one-
year Diploma in ECE, which is one third of her way to the full degree. The ongoing shortage of ECE 
qualified teachers means it continues to be important for centres to support students, and it’s so 
rewarding for both them and us when they graduate! 
 

Staff News 
 We are pleased to welcome Emily Tudor to our Seniors team this week. Emily has recently 
moved up from Nelson, and is a qualified and experienced ECE teacher.  

Holly Macky is going on parental leave for the birth of her second child at the end of this 
week, and we’ll share her baby news as soon as we hear it! 

In other staff news, Philip will now stay in the Juniors team, where he has been for the past 
five weeks for his final practicum, and David will stay in the Seniors. This will give them both new 
opportunities to develop their teaching practices. 
  

Centre News 
After nearly 19 amazing but exhausting years, Ian and I have decided that it is time to sell 

Crackerjacks Preschool, and let younger hands carry it on. We are pleased to let you know that our 
Assistant Manager, Abby Cheney, and her husband Lawrence have bought it. They know and 
understand the values and style of Crackerjacks, and are excited to build on this to make the centre 
even better! Our last day of ownership will be Friday 28 August, and then we will continue to provide 
support as needed.  

Steph, our Centre Manager, is taking this opportunity to work closer to home, in a job with 
more fun and less stress! She will be working as a teacher in a centre in Morrinsville that shares 
many of the same values for the children as Crackerjacks. She will be a real asset to them, and they 
are lucky to be getting her. Steph has worked for us for 13 years, both here and at Rosetown 
Preschool when we owned it. She has taught in every room, was Manager at Rosetown and now 
here, and has contributed to achieving our vision at every level. Steph’s last day will be Friday 14 
August, so that she can have a decent break before starting her new job. We have appreciated her 
loyalty to travel so far each day for so long, and we are very sad to be parting ways as we each start 
our new chapter, but we all wish her every good thing in her future. 
 

Change of Ownership Information 
Abby will be offering the 20-hours ECE from Monday 31 August, and her new Fee Schedule 

is with this newsletter. She will be able to help you calculate your new fee under her new schedule. 
The WINZ childcare subsidy will continue as usual.  

We will provide more information closer to the changeover date, and will ensure that 
everything is in place for a smooth transition for the children and families. If you have any questions 
about this change of ownership, please email or speak to either Abby or me, and we will do our best 
to answer them.  
 

Photo Bookworms  
 Thank you for your emailed photos for our bookworms! These are now up in each room in 
the reading areas, and they look wonderful! It’s not too late to provide a photo, and if you’d like us to 
take one here, please let us know.  
  
Please remember… 
➢  To tie or clip your child’s hair back off their face. This minimises face touching, for both your 
children and our staff, and is part of our health and safety plan for Alert Level 1. 
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Entertainment Book Memberships   
These provide vouchers and discounts for meals and entertainment, for both adults and 

children. They are a great resource or gift, especially now that we’re able to return to dining out and 
participating in events and activities. The cost of the one city membership is $69.99, with $14 of this 
coming to our Preschool. A multi-city membership is $119.99 (which gives you access to all the 
areas within in NZ, Australia and Bali that have vouchers), with $24 of this coming to our Preschool. 
They are now only available in digital form, and can be purchased online at 
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/157c079   

Please talk to Steph or Abby if you have any queries on how to purchase or use the digital 
membership.  
 

Thank you! 
    ✻ For providing wet weather gear for your child – this is wonderful for keeping the children both 
warm and dry during outside play, and reducing washing of messy clothes. 
    ✻ For your support for green and gold day for St John Ambulance Service. The children (and 
staff) looked wonderful, and we collected $100 for their important work. 
 
Our next support day is Wiggy Wednesday, on Wednesday 9 September. If you want to get really 
organized for that, you can purchase a wig from a LookSharp Store with a 20% discount. To shop 
online at https://www.looksharpstore.co.nz   use the coupon code: looksharpwig20. To shop in-
store, tell them you’re participating in Child Cancer Foundation’s Wig Wednesday to get this 
discount. 
    
Kind regards, 
Sue Dobbs 
Centre Owner 
 


